Indonesia's Independence Day is on the 17th of August back in 1945 where our first President and Vice President
Soekarno and Mohammad Hatta proclaimed a notorious speech of independence after the Japanese retreated
from our country during the war. Ever since then, the 17th of August has been marked a special day of celebration
and also proclaimed as a national holiday for my country, Indonesia.
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Every August, it has become a traditional custom to hang our red and white flag which is the national symbol of
our country in our respective homes as a statement of our people's pride and joy of the freedom gained from 30
decades of struggles, wars, tragedies, rebellions, and countless deaths because, at long last, we are free from the
rocks of colonization.
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On this day, the morning usually starts with us watching a live recording aired on national television of the very big
and respectable flag ceremony held in the Presidential Palace. In this ceremony, hundreds of students from sabi
merauke in the Paskibraka society of their schools were recruited every year to perform the ceremony on
presidential grounds. A handful of them are even responsible for raising the very flag that Fatmawati, the wife of
our first president, hand sewed by herself. When the flag is being raised, we will hold our stance and raise our
arms as a sign of respect towards our forehead while singing our national anthem, Indonesia Raya. And to be
honest, while doing this position and singing our hearts out, there is always a sense of overwhelming pride in our
hearts as an Indonesian. But this might also be due to the very joyous and overbearing melody of the song
Indonesia Raya itself.
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After watching the live airing of the flag ceremony, often at times, our neighborhoods will hold our own very
similar yet different set of games under the guise of a small festival for people, usually the youngsters, to compete
in. Firstly, there's Balap Karung which is essentially a race where you put your feet inside a rice or potato sack and
hop towards the finish line. Next, there is a game called Lomba Makan Kerupuk which is also a type of race where
people's hands are tied up behind their backs and a big cracker or kerupuk is tied way above their heads on a rope
and whoever finishes their kerupuk first or has the tiniest size amongst their peers wins. Next there is also another
type of race called Banjat Pinang where sets of gifts are usually tied to a pinang tree that is usually coated with
lubricants. And what to do here is to basically climb the tree, pick a gift tied at the top, and snatch the flag.
Whoever climbs the fastest winds. Now, the games that I've mentioned are only a small glimpse of every other
types of competitions held during our Independence Day celebration.
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There are other varieties in the bunch including Tarkik Tambang, Lumba Lari, and many more. In my school, on the
other hand, even though the 17th August is supposed to be a national holiday, us students are still required to
attend a compulsory flag ceremony held by the school very early in the morning on that holiday. After that, we are
sent back home to either watch the live airing of the national flag ceremony or enjoy the rest of the day competing
in the small festivals in our respective neighborhoods. The next day, however, schools usually ask us to strip our
uniforms and dress up in red and white colors. We will then participate in traditional games such that | have
mentioned previously and do a small parade around our school's territory while we're using our small paper or
plastic flags and basically celebrate our independence. In the past, | have joined games such as Tarki Tambang,
which is basically tug-of-war. Lomba Makan Kerupuk, and Class Decorating where we decorate the cl ass in red and
white colors based on our flag. One time, | even got the chance to draw Soekarno,, our first President's portrait
and hang it on the class wall as part of the decoration which was a very interesting experience and a story to tell
for another time.
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At the end of the day, 17 August is a day of celebration and a day we're all of Indonesia disregarding our diverse
races, cultures, ethnicities, and even religions gather around to celebrate our independence not as different
individuals but as proud citizens of our nation. On this day we are united as people who are born, raised and will
continue to live in our beloved home, Indonesia.
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